Letters to the Editor

Having the dubiows honowr of being the member withv probably the
longest term of membership allows me to- say I howe received owr
magazine since ity inceptionn and have enjoyed each and every
editionv and, hawe to- admit that I hawve accepted all of the benefity
and done very little in returmn.

I have the utmost praise for every editor including the present
incumbent who- ha exhilited o degree of excellence which has taken
the magagine to- o new height. Not hawing o computer I carnnot
understand how he caw possibly produce it inv ity entivety and I hope
to- receive many more editions. I would like to- see move personal
information as I find I know few other members now.

I also-howe to- sy I admive Matt for the valiont effort he iy making to-
engender move enthusiosm.  He reminds me of Bob- McKechnie but is
o av much smaller playing field. I would suggest to- him that more
emphasis be placed on Awstraliownv bivds rather that exotics and
colony breeding not be encouwraged as I find much better resudty are
obtained from single pairs.

Whilst at the Bird Place some time ago-I introduced myself to-another
visitor only to- be told that his name was Peter and he already knew
me as he had obtained Yellow-rumpy from me fifty yeawrs ago. He
described my awiowies so- I have to- accept this but I simply cannot
recalll him.

I thought I would contact Peter agair to- see if he now could let me
have some Yellow-rumpy but was unable to- trace his name i the
phone book so- rang Richard to- see if he could assist only to- be told
that of course I would know him, as Peter and I (Richawd that is)
would get on owr bikes every weekend (fifty odd years ago Ed.) and visit
all the bivd keepers ivv your awveav. I recognised this pattern as I would
have beenw doing the saume thing and he told me how to- contoct Peter.

There are several other things I would like to- mention and these are
mutations and pet birds:

It is owv offence to- wbridise protected; birds not that I would think
arwyone world attempt to. The only hybrid I ever bred was between ov
Cutthroat and anvAberdeen and was entively accidental. Ow my powt
at oy rate ,but I donw't know about the Cutthwoat.




The Eastern Rosellov iy one of owr most beautiful birds and yet I read
of redr and black ones advertised at astronomical prices. We already
hawve the Crimsonw Rosellar whichy hawdly needs any improvement and
as for o black Eastern, what's wrong withvav crow?

What I would suggest is that mutations should be treated the same as
hybrids.

I howe no- objection to- disabled birds being treated as pety but most
birds advertised for sale now seemv to- be described as hand-reaved
and evidently for the pet trade. Alexandrines and Eclectus seew to-
figure prominently inthis category. I canthink of no-worse fate.
Yourys sincerely,

Jack Mawshall
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