T Dags of Yare

Until comparatively recently birds were mainly kept as pets, or for their beauty. Little
effort was made to breed them, and husbandry methods were, by today’s standards
rudimentary, but as the following shows early fanciers were keen observers of the
birds they kept.

The following article is taken from “THE NATURAL HISTORY OF CAGE BIRDS”,
by J.M. Bechstein M.D. - 3rd edition,1812.

The Umandava
Fugilla amandava
(Now known as the Red Avadavat or Strawberry Finch, Amandava amandava)

“This beautiful little bird, which is brought to Eurape in great numbiers from
Bengal, Java, Malacca, and ather trapical countiies of sia, is anly four
inches long, of which the tail measures one and a thivd. Mast crnithologists
class it with the spaviews, but it seems to me that it belongs rather to the
grosbeales. (Itis now belongs to the Munia family.) Jts beak is short and thick, being
only four lines in length, and the diameter at the base thuee. Jts colour is
deep Uright ned; the itis is alse ed; the feet are six lines in feight, and of a
pale flest colour; in the male the fiead and under paits of the body are of a
fieny red, the upper part of a dark grey, but the feathers have a broad wed
edge, sa that this calour seems to prevail; thus the feathers on the wunp
mafkee it appear of a tilliant arange, theugh, likke the belly, it is propedy
black; the feathers of the back, tail, sides of the breast, the wing-coverts,
tinder quill-feathiens and both tail-covents, are teuninated at the tip with
shining white spats, which are largest on the hinder quill-feathers, and large
wing-covents, the calour of which is otheuvise black.

Jhe female is ane thitd smallex than the male; paxt of the upper mandible
is Glack; the fiead and upper part of the body, including the wing-covents,
ate a dark ash-coleur; the feathers on the sump have enly an crange edge,
with a light tip; the cheefts are of a light grey; the under paxt of the body is
pale sulphu, the pen-feathers (SIC) Glackish; the greater and lesser wing-
covents are finely speckled with white; the tips of the tail-feathens are
greyish white.

Jhe male vadies in its celours for sevenal years before it pevmanently
acquires thase abiave descuibied; it may be seen with the back grey, slightly
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tinted with wed, the belly black, speckled with yellow; others with the back
weddish grey, spatted with bright ed, and the belly of a sulphur yellow,
with tlack sings, and moxe ox less speckled, dc.

Observations. — Jhese birds are as saciabile as waxtills; if thete should be
twenty o thitty in the same cage, they pewch close against ane ancther an the
same pewch; and, what is more singular they never sing together, but one
after ancther, the rest keeping quite silent to listen to the sangster. Their
sang resembiles that of the hay bind™, and continues thwough the winter. The
females de not sing; thase are wreng whe think the contrary. They are very
active, eften lbowing and spreading their tail lifte a fan. Jn their native
countwy their food consists of different seeds, particularly millet; this alsa
given in the cage, as well as canawy seed. They eat and duink a great deal.
They will live from six to ten years.”

* My research revealed this to be the Willow Warbler, a very common and widespread leaf
warbler which breeds throughout northern and temperate Europe and Asia. At the time Dr.

Bechstein’s book was published this bird was classified as Sylvia trochilus. However, it is now
known as Phylloscopus trochilus. Ed.
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