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#19 REUNION FODY 

 

The Réunion Fody, Foudia delloni, is an 
extinct member of the weaver family that 
occurred on the Mascarene island of Réunion. 
The first mention of the species in a report by 
Gabriel Dellon in 1674. No museum specimen 
of the bird exists, and it was not until 2008 
that it was formally described as a new species 
by Anthony Cheke and Julian Pender Hume in 
their book Lost Land of the Dodo.  
 

The original name was 
Foudia bruante, being so 
described by Philipp 

Ludwig Statius Müller in his work Planches 
Enluminées in 1776. However, Cheke and Hume 
hypothesised that Foudia bruante might just be a 
colour morph of the Madagascar Fody, Foudia 
madagascariensis, which didnõt occur on R®union 
until about 100 years after the discovery of Foudia 
delloni.  
 

The Réunion Fody was about the size of a House Sparrow, Passer 
domesticus. The head, neck, throat and underparts of the breeding male 
were bright red, the back and tail were brown, and the belly pale. In 
females, and juvenile males, the head was brown, the neck and wings red 
and the throat pale brown.  
 

This bird was originally described as an abundant pest that destroyed 
entire crops. There is no clear reason for its rapid decline after the 1670s, 
but one theory is predation by introduced rats.  
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Réunion is an island located in the Indian Ocean, east of 

Madagascar, about 200 kilometres (120miles) south-west of 

Mauritius. Administratively, Réunion is one of the overseas 

départements of France. It is an integral part of the Republic with 

the same status as those situated on the European mainland.   

Réunion  

R.V.C. with help from Wikipedia 


